Peroxidases (EC.1.11.1.7) play an integral role in secondary cell wall biosynthesis by catalyzing the polymerization of cinnamyl alcohol into lignin and by forming rigid cross-links between cellulose, pectin, Hyp-rich glycoproteins, and lignin (Fry, 1986) . They are very suitable as a defense marker because these enzymes oxidize severa1 organic compounds (hydrogen donors) in the presence of H202 and are induced by wounding and funga1 infection (Svalheim and Robertson, 1990; Graham and Graham, 1991) . These various functions are consistent with the occurrence of multiple peroxidases, suggesting that different peroxidase isozymes are involved in different processes in specific parts of plants. Cloning of ARP gene could help in explaining the physiological role that each of the isozymes plays in plant cell wall biosynthesis and defense response. We have cloned two peroxidase isozyme genes of Arabidopsis thaliana, prxCa and pmEa (Intapruk et al., 1991 (Intapruk et al., , 1993 . Here we present the nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequences of a new ARP cDNA, namely prxCb.
Using cDNA of prxCa, we screened a Xgtl 1 cDNA library of A. thaliana. Two positive clones containing partia1 cDNAs were isolated and sequenced. From DNA sequence analysis, the two clones differ by a 64-bp deletion at the 3' poly(A). Table I .
The amino acid sequences of nine peroxidases from Brassicaceae family, A. thaliana Ca, Ea (Intapruk et al., 1993) ; horseradish A2 (Welinder, 1992b) , Cla, Clb (Fujiyama et al., 1988) , C2, C3 (Fujiyama et al., 1990) , E5 (Welinder, 1992a) , and n (Bartonek-Roxa et al., 1991) , were compared with the new ARP Cb, and the mature sequences show identities ranging from 51 to 93.5%. The alignment also shows that residues 34 to 56 of the ARP Cb, including the distal catalytic Arg3* and His4', and residues 152 to 177 around proximal 
